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much occupied with the war in Geimany to be able to take
up the cudgels on his nephew's behalf and prevent this seizure
of Uibino, as he otherwise would have done; and Ferdinand,
feeling himself unable to resist a Pope without assistance, and
hampered by his grandmother's opposition to such a course,
as being sacrilege, had to acquiesce in seeing his and his
futuie wife's inheritance robbed from them. The matter
cieated much bad blood between the Barberini and Medici
families; Cosimo TFs brother Lorenzo made strong endeav-
oius to get Philip IV of Spain iri to oppose the Pope's action,
but his efforts weie unsuccessful, and only recoiled upon him-
self.1*' The general result of the whole affair was that Pope
Uibnn VIII nouiished an undying hatred against the Medic?
throughout his pontificate, thwarting them on all occasions,
making every priest and monk in Tuscany an enemy of the
Government, and creating incessant difficulties in the ad-
ministration of a country in which priestly influence was su-
preme, while by the weakness which Tuscany had displayed
over this question of Urbino it lost all weight in European
politics. It was a difficult position for a youth of twenty-two
to have to confront; and though a Cosimo I would have met
it and overcome the difficulties (no doubt with much blood-
shed), Ferdinand II was not cast in so strong a mould.

It was not long before Urban VIII found a means of
venting his spleen upon Ferdinand, and in a manner which
has had the effect of bringing a lasting slur upon the reign
of the latter. Galileo, since his achievements in the first year
of Cosimo IPs reign, had during the years 1609-1632 made
many and marvellous astionomical discoveiies, in the course
of which he had had to carry on a perpetual contest with the
Jesuits, who endeavoured in eveiy way to silence him. In
r6rr ir he had visited Rome, had demonstrated his various
discoveries to Pope Paul V, and been well received by the
latter. Returning to Florence, and publishing more and more
astronomical wonders, he was in 1616 summoned by Paul V